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8Restoring God’s Law
Key Theme
• God alone is to be worshipped.

Key Passages
• Ezra 7:1–28, 8:31–36, 9:1–4, 10:1–19

Objectives
Students will be able to:

• Describe Ezra’s role in restoring God’s Law.

• Describe the people’s repentance.

Lesson Overview

COME ON IN

Come On In
Students will practice the memory verse by working on a crossword puzzle.
 Write on the board, “How was God’s Law lost 

among the Jews?”
 Print one Memory Verse Review Sheet from the 

Resource DVD-ROM for each student.

ACTIVITY–ADULT

Activity 1: Restoring God’s Law Class Notes 
Students will fill out the Restoring God’s Law Class Notes as you study the lesson.
 Student Guides  Restoring God’s Law Answer Key from the 

Resource DVD-ROM

STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word
Ezra the priest led the second wave of Jews to Jerusalem. He discovered that many of the people 
had fallen into sin and married pagan wives who were idol worshippers. Greatly grieved, Ezra 
cried out to God. The people were convicted and repented. Worship of God was restored.
 Study the Prepare to Share section.

 Go Before the Throne.

 Read through the lesson key passages and 
Prepare to Share.

ACTIVITY–ADULT

Activity: Set Apart
Students will read a passage from Ephesians and examine their own life in light of God’s com-
mands to be set apart from the dark influences of the world.
 Student Guides  Pencils
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PREPARE TO SHARE

Prepare to Share
SCRIPTURAL BACKGROUND

Prepare to teach by preparing your heart. Read the 
lesson key passages along with this background.

After the 70 years of captivity were completed, 
God stirred the heart of King Cyrus to allow the Jews 
to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple (Ezra 1). 
Under the leadership of Zerubbabel and encourage-
ment from the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the fi rst 
phase of the return from exile was completed in 515 
BC as the Temple was completed (Ezra 6). The second 
return was led by Ezra almost 50 years later in 467 
during the reign of the Persian king Artaxerxes (Ezra 7). 
The third return was led by Nehemiah, and we will talk 
about that in the next lesson.

Ezra, who is presumed to be the author of this book, 
traces his lineage back to Aaron to establish his proper 
claim to the priesthood of God (Ezra 7:1–5). While in 
Babylon, Ezra had been trained as a scribe in the Law 
of Moses and prepared his heart to do and teach the 
Law in Israel. As with the fi rst return, God directed the 
king to send Ezra back to Jerusalem. The king also sent 
a letter of passage and commanded that money be pro-
vided from the king’s treasury and from the provinces 
around Israel. Ezra was also to set up a government 
and to teach the people of the land to rightly worship 
God. As all this unfolded, Ezra recognized God’s hand 
directing all of these events and offered Him praise for 
His goodness (7:27–28).

After gathering all those who desired to return, Ezra 
and the whole group fasted and prayed for God’s pro-
tection as they traveled to Israel with the gold, silver, 
and other precious things to beautify the Temple (Ezra 
8:1–30). As they journeyed about 1,000 miles to Jerusa-
lem, God protected them along the way. The riches were 
recorded at the Temple, and sacrifi ces were offered for 

the sins of the nation before God. But Ezra was about to 
uncover more sin that would need to be dealt with.

Ezra learned that many of the people and lead-
ers, even the priests, had been intermarrying with the 
pagan nations. This is something that was expressly for-
bidden by God way back when He delivered instruc-
tions to the Israelites in preparation for them to enter 
the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 7:1–5). As Ezra real-
ized how far away the Israelites were from worship-
ping God rightly and obeying His commands, he was 
grieved (Ezra 9:1–4). Ezra poured out his heart to God 
and acknowledged the sins of the people.

As Ezra was praying in front of the Temple, people 
gathered around him and recognized, through the 
truth of his words, that they had sinned. God convicted 
them through Ezra’s words, and they wept bitterly 
(10:1–2). One man, Shechaniah, spoke up on behalf of 
the people and acknowledged their sin. But there was 
hope! He knew that if they repented and turned back to 
following God’s Law, they could be restored to a right 
relationship with their Creator.

The responsibility of teaching truth and asking 
God to cleanse Israel from its sin fell on Ezra. The 
leaders were assembled from around the region, and 
Ezra taught them the truth about their pagan wives. 
In response, there was mass repentance, and arrange-
ments were made to begin purifying Israel and dissolve 
the pagan marriages. In all, the process took three 
months. In response to their sin, they offered sacrifi ces 
to God to cover their sin.

What brought about the change in the people of 
Israel? Prior to Ezra’s arrival in Jerusalem, the other 
leaders had neglected to teach the people the truth of 
God’s Word. Ezra reversed that situation and called 
people to do what was right in the eyes of God. God 
uses people to bring about His plans in the world. It 
was through the faithfulness of Ezra and his desire to 
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 ➤ Pace your lesson! Use the clocks to mark the time you want to fi nish each section. This will 
help you stay on track and fi nish on time. You may need to shorten or drop sections 

as necessary. 10:30

see God’s Law taught and obeyed that God brought 
repentance to the Jews in and around Jerusalem.

As a teacher, parent, or friend, you have that same 
opportunity to proclaim the truths of God’s Word. You 
have the opportunity to infl uence many people. Pro-
claiming the truths of God’s Word can lead unbelievers 
to understand their sin and need for a Savior. Proclaim-
ing the truths of God’s Word can lead believers to a 
deeper relationship with Jesus, recognizing how much 
they have been forgiven. As an ambassador represent-
ing the King of kings, proclaim His truths so that others 
can know Him more fully.

HISTORICAL/APOLOGETICS 
BACKGROUND

A very interesting feature of the book of Ezra is the 
detail in the lists. Chapter 8 includes an extensive list 
of the heads of the households and the number of those 
who accompanied Ezra. If this were a story that some-
one had made up, we would not expect to see such 
detail. These details are confi rmation of the truthfulness 
of Scripture and should assure us that God has given us 
a trustworthy set of writings in the Bible. 

When God chose Israel as a special nation for His 
own purposes, He also set them apart from the nations 
that surrounded them and those that they were to 
drive out of the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 7:6–8). 
God had forbidden them to intermarry with the pagan 
nations because He knew that they would be led astray 
to worship idols (Deuteronomy 7:1–5). This is exactly 
what happened many times throughout Israel’s history. 
Even leaders like King Solomon were led away by their 
pagan wives to worship idols (1 Kings 11). As Ezra 
returned to Jerusalem after the exile, that was the con-
dition of the leaders of Israel—they had married wives 
from the surrounding nations.

Since Christ had not yet come to bear the sins of 
the world, the sins of the Israelites still had to be cov-
ered by sacrifi ces offered at the Temple. The rebuilt 
Temple had been functioning for nearly 50 years, and 
the priests offered sacrifi ces for themselves and the 
people (Ezra 10:19). While it was necessary for these 
priests to offer sacrifi ces for their own sin, they were 
awaiting the Messiah who would come and offer a per-
fect sacrifi ce once for all (Hebrews 7:26–28).

BEFORE THE THRONE

BEFORE THE THRONE

Holy Lord, I give you praise for who you are—
God almighty, the most high God, everlasting God. 
Humbly, I ask you to reveal any area in my own life 
that may be overshadowing you. Do I harbor any 
idols? Have I chosen pleasure over obedience and 
sacrifi ce this week? I do not want to study a lesson 
like this one and walk away unchanged. You know, 
I’m tempted to judge the Jews for their repeated 
disobedience. I may think I could never be like 
that. But I would be lying. My heart is deceitful 
and wicked. Holy Spirit give me the strength 
to overcome the daily temptation to give in to 
my heart’s desires. Instead fi ll me with a longing 
to please you and obey your Word without 
compromise. Help me teach this lesson in such a 
way that my students also feel the urgency and 
necessity of living a life of faithfulness, service, and 
obedience through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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REVIEW

Review
We are continuing our walk through biblical 
history. We are still in the period of the 
return to Jerusalem from the exile in Babylon, 
which was now known as Medo-Persia. We 
have talked about the roles of Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Zerubbabel, and Esther and 
Mordecai in this period of history, and we 
will look at the role of Ezra today.

 ? How long did the Babylonian captivity last? 
70 years.

 ? What interesting parallel have we described 
in the exile to Babylon and the return to 
Jerusalem? Both happened in three stages over a period 
of time. Refer to the History of Israel poster to show the 
period of the exile and its stages, represented as downward 
steps, and the upward steps on the timeline that reflect the 
return to Jerusalem.

We looked at the book of Ezra in Lesson 5, 
but Ezra was never mentioned. Today we 
will meet Ezra in the book which is named 
for him (presumably because he was the 

author of the book), recording the events of 
the first return and the one that followed. 
The third return was led by Nehemiah, and 
we will look at his part in the third return in 
the next two lessons. During their time in 
captivity, and during the first period of the 
return, there was an abandonment of God’s 
Law. We are going to examine how it was 
restored by Ezra.

The first six chapters of the book of Ezra 
are dedicated to describing how Cyrus had 
decreed the rebuilding of Jerusalem in 537 
BC—exactly as Isaiah had prophesied. 
Over a period of 22 years and through 
much opposition, the Temple was rebuilt 
and sacrifices were being offered as 
worship to God in the Temple. But the 
Jews were not acting very 
“Jewish”—the topic we 
will be looking at today.

STUDYING THE WORD

Studying God’s Word
READ THE WORD

Let’s read Ezra 7:1–28 together. Have someone read the passage aloud.

 ➤ Write on the 
board, “How was 
God’s Law lost 
among the Jews?” 

Ezra 7:1–28

STUDYING THE WORD

Come On In
• Write on the board, “How was God’s Law lost among the Jews?”

• Students will practice the memory verse by working on a crossword puzzle and reciting the verse to a 
friend.
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EXAMINE THE WORD

Observe the Text

 ? Who was the king in Ezra’s day? Answer question 1 in your Student 
Guides. King Artaxerxes of Persia; he ruled from 474 (beginning as a viceroy with his father) to 
425 BC. Verse seven says that these events occurred in the seventh year of his reign, putting a date of 
464 BC on the second return.

 ? Why did Ezra start this section with his own genealogy, tracing it back 
to Aaron? He was intending to show that his role as priest was valid because of his heritage 
from Aaron.

 ? How did Ezra describe himself in verses 6 and 11? This is number 2. In verse 
6, he says that he was a skilled scribe in the Law of Moses. Verse 11 also describes him as a priest, a 
scribe, and an expert in the words of the commandments of the Lord.

 ? What phrase did Ezra repeat in verses 6 and 9? God’s hand was upon Ezra.

 ? What did Ezra mean by this phrase? He was expressing that his favor was ultimately 
from God, and not from his own abilities or the benevolence of the king. God was in charge.

 ? What important information do we learn about Ezra in verse 10? Answer 
question 3. He had prepared his heart to seek and do the Law of the Lord so that he could teach 
the people of Israel to obey God.

 ? If we look forward to Chapter 8, we read about the preparations for the 
journey to Jerusalem and the journey. What does this tell you about 7:7–
9? This section is a foreshadowing of what was to come. Before we read the letter from the king, 
Ezra tells us that the journey was successful.

 ? What is meant by “Israel” in verses 10 and 11? In verse 10, the sense seems to be the 
land of Israel while verse 11 is talking about the people of Israel. Remember that after the fall of the 
northern kingdom of Israel, and especially after the captivity of the southern kingdom of Judah, 
Israel is used to describe the nation and its people, not just the old, northern kingdom. Yet, the king 
refers to Judah as the region surrounding Jerusalem in verse 14.

 ? Shifting our focus to the letter, what was to be taken to Jerusalem? Fill in 
number 4 in your Student Guides. Silver and gold along with other things offered freely 
by the people were taken.

 ? What command did the king give to his treasurers? They were commanded to 
provide Ezra whatever he needed for the Temple, up to the amounts described in verse 22.

 ? What different names are given for God in the king’s letter? Answer 
question 5. God of Israel (v. 15); God of Jerusalem (v. 19); the God of Heaven (vv. 21, 23); God (v. 
25); Your [Ezra’s] God (in several places).

 ? What other instructions did the king give to the people around Judah? 
They were not allowed to tax or extract any other wealth from the Jews who served at the Temple.

 ? What is meant by the phrase “beyond the River”? The region west of the Euphrates.

 ? How was Judah to be governed? Ezra was to appoint the leaders in the region and to 
enforce the laws of God and the laws of the king.

 ➤ Have students 
turn to the class 
notes in their 
Student Guides 
before you begin to 
teach. 
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 ? What change in form happens in verses 27–28? Ezra switches from third person 
(v. 1–11) to first person.

 ? Why did the king write such a decree, allowing the Jews to return and 
funding the resurgence of the Jewish religion? Verse 27 makes it clear that God had 
put this in the king’s heart, in accord with Proverbs 21:1.

 ? How did Ezra refer to God in his blessing? He called Him the Lord God of our fathers.

 ? Question 6 asks, what phrase is repeated again in verse 28? God’s hand was 
upon Ezra. Ezra is giving glory to God for all of these things.

 ? What action did Ezra begin to take in light of these events? He gathered 
leading men of Israel to go to Jerusalem.

Discover the Truth

I trust you can see many parallels between Ezra’s favor in the eyes of 
Artaxerxes and the favor shown to Zerubbabel by Cyrus some 70 years 
earlier. Just as Zerubbabel led the first return, Ezra gathered together many 
families, including those who were fit for the priesthood, and returned to 
Jerusalem—a journey that took four months to cover the 1,000 miles.

With them they took approximately 25 tons of silver and four tons of gold 
along with many articles of silver and gold (8:26–27).

 ? What must be true about God if He is able to direct a king to write a 
decree like we have just read? He must be sovereign over all of His creation, able to direct 
the hearts of men to accomplish His plans.

 ? What attribute of God was Ezra blessing when he referred to God as the 
“Lord God of our fathers”? Ezra was thinking of God’s faithfulness. 
God had promised to send the Messiah through the Jews, and Ezra knew 
that the promises made to those before him were to be kept by a faithful God.

READ THE WORD

Because of time, we are going to move quickly through the middle section 
of this account, so follow along as I move us through the text, and I trust 
you will take time this week to read it in full.

The first section of chapter 8 details those families who were assembled 
to return to Jerusalem. If you look in verse 3, for example, you will see the 
names and a total number of individuals from the family.

Beginning in verse 15, we read of their encampment as they prepared for 
their journey. Ezra realized that there were no sons of Levi, so he sought 
men from the tribe so that there would be servants for the Temple. In 
verse 21, Ezra proclaimed a fast to ask God for safety as they traveled 
unescorted to Jerusalem. The section beginning in verse 24 describes the 
treasures that were taken back and the families that were responsible for 
guarding them along the way.

Sovereign

Faithful

 ➤ If time allows, 
read through 
chapters 8 and 9 
and then examine 
chapter 10 more 
closely.
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Follow along as I read 8:31–36, describing their arrival in Jerusalem. Read 
8:31–36 aloud as the students follow along.

This group of Jews led by Ezra was quite zealous for God, and they now 
found themselves among those Jews who had already been in Judah since 
the return led by Zerubbabel. The report Ezra received from the leaders is 
recorded in Ezra 9:1–4. Read the passage aloud.

God had expressly forbidden intermarriage with the pagans, and even 
the leaders were guilty of transgressing God’s Law in this matter. After 
learning of this violation of God’s Law, Ezra offered a prayer to God 
seeking the repentance of the people from this abominable act (9:5–15).

Let’s read the response of the people in Ezra 10:1–19. Have someone read the 
passage aloud.

EXAMINE THE WORD

Observe the Text

 ? Where was Ezra during his prayer? This is number 7 in your Student 
Guides. He was in front of the Temple.

 ? How did the people respond? A large group of men, women, and children came to the 
Temple, and they were weeping over this sin.

 ? Who spoke on behalf of the people? Answer question 8. Shechaniah spoke on 
behalf of the people.

 ? What did he acknowledge? That the people had sinned by taking pagan wives.

 ? What does the word “transgress” mean in light of this command? The word 
means to step across a line. The people had stepped across a boundary that God had set. Marriage 
was acceptable, but only within certain boundaries.

 ? Question 9 asks, what was Shechaniah’s plan for restoration? He proposed that 
they make a covenant with God to divorce the pagan wives. He also suggested that Ezra administer 
the process.

 ? What was Shechaniah seeking to use as the standard for their actions? He 
looked to the commandments of God, acknowledging that the people should tremble before His 
commands, and that the examinations should be done according to the law.

 ? Why did Shechaniah believe there was hope in spite of this transgression? 
He knew that God would forgive the sins of His people when they sought Him in repentance. 
Ultimately, these sins could be covered by the sacrifices offered to God, and they would one day be 
fully paid for by the Messiah in His perfect sacrifice.

 ? How did Ezra respond to this proposal? Answer question 10. He agreed with it, 
and there was a call for the men of Judah and Benjamin to assemble in three days at Jerusalem.

 ? Why was the penalty for not coming to Jerusalem so harsh (the loss of 
property and banishment)? This was an extremely serious matter, and the penalty made 
the gravity of the situation clear.

Ezra 8:31–36

Ezra 9:1–4

Ezra 10:1–19
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 ? When did this assembly take place? The 20th day of the ninth month: This would be 
late December in our modern calendar, so a very cold and wet time of year.

 ? How did the men respond to Ezra’s call to repentance? With a few exceptions (v. 
15), the men responded knowing that they must obey God. However, they asked for time to make 
the arrangements.

 ? Why was time needed to accomplish this repentance? There was a large number 
of people, so it would take a long time to accomplish. Also, it was the cold, rainy season. For these 
reasons, the people were brought in groups over time.

 ? How much time was required to examine all of these cases and determine 
the appropriate action? The examinations lasted from the first day of the tenth month to 
the first day of the first month, so a total of three months. This was truly a large number of cases to 
handle.

 ? Why was Ezra qualified to perform these examinations and pronounce 
the appropriate judgments? As we learned in 7:10, he had prepared his heart and 
diligently studied the law, so he was used by God to accomplish the task.

 ? What does the amount of mourning, fasting, and weeping indicate about 
the response of the Jews to their sin? Answer number 11. They must have been 
truly broken for violating God’s Law, and their outward reactions were expressions of that inward 
grief for sin.

Discover the Truth

God alone is to be worshipped! As the Jews stepped across the lines 
that God had laid for them, they were being influenced by their pagan 
wives. We have seen this over and over again throughout the history 
of Israel; just think of Solomon as a prime example. God had chosen 
Israel as a people to be set apart for His name and for His glory. By 
attaching themselves to these pagans and their idolatry, God’s name was 
blasphemed among the Gentiles. With their actions, they were saying that 
Yahweh was not the only true God—even if they were professing that to 
be true with their mouths.

The repentance of the people was genuine and evidenced by their 
remorse and their willingness to put things in order. The leaders had failed 
to teach God’s Law, even violating it themselves. There had been a loss of 
respect for God even though the sacrifices were continuing at the Temple. 
God used Ezra to restore a reverence for the Law among the people who 
had returned under Zerubbabel. We will see a 
continuation of this trend as we look forward to the 
time of Nehemiah.
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ACTIVITY–ADULT

Set Apart
MATERIALS

  Student Guides

  Pencils

INSTRUCTIONS

The students will take time to examine their own hearts in 
light of God’s Law

When was the last time you wept over 
your sin? What does this tell you about 
your attitude toward sin? Ask these as rhetorical 
questions, not expecting responses.

The people of Israel had been set apart as 
a nation holy to the Lord. God had given 
them clear direction as to how He expected 
them to behave. Many of the elements of 
the holiness code found in Leviticus were 
intended to keep them distinct from the 
pagan cultures around them. Not wearing 
clothes of blended fabrics and not sowing 
two types of seed were commands directed 
at distinguishing the Israelites from the 
pagans and their fertility practices. God 
commanded the Israelites to avoid marrying 
the pagans because that would bring about 
a blending of worship. God demands us 
to worship Him in truth, without blending 
or bowing toward other gods or being 
partakers in the unfruitful works of darkness.

I want you to take a few minutes to read 
through a passage in the New Testament 
epistle of Ephesians. In the first half of 

Ephesians, Paul reminds his readers of who 
they are in Christ—a special people called 
by the Father, forgiven in the Son, and sealed 
and empowered in the Holy Spirit. Just as 
Israel was set apart for holiness, those of us 
who are Christians have been set apart for 
holiness. Just as Ezra pointed to God’s Law 
and called the people to examine their lives 
in light of God’s clear commands, I want you 
to do the same with Ephesians 4:17–5:21.

Turn to the Set Apart activity in your 
Student Guide, and open your Bible to 
Ephesians 4. Answer the questions there, and 
we’ll come back together in a few minutes. 
You can determine whether you think it is more appropriate 
to do this activity in small groups or as individuals.

CONNECT TO THE TRUTH

In light of this passage of Scripture, I trust 
you have found something that you need to 
repent of. We might stand back and wonder 
how the Jews could have flatly transgressed 
God’s clear command regarding marrying 
pagan wives, but we do the same thing all 
of the time. But just as the people of Israel 
were hopeful that God would forgive them, 
we have the same hope. Christ has died for 
our sins, and we are forgiven in Him! When 
we confess our sins, He is faithful to forgive 
us of our sins and to 
cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.
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APPLY THE WORD

Applying God’s Word
WHAT YOU HEARD IN THE WORD

God is jealous for His name and for his creatures to worship Him rightly. 
The Jews who had returned under Zerubbabel had forgotten God’s Law, 
and their leaders were not teaching them the truth. God used a pagan 
king and a faithful priest to bring His people to repentance and to restore 
the knowledge of His Law. Ezra was commissioned by God through the 
decree of a king to revitalize the knowledge of His commands to His 
people. Upon learning that they had violated God’s commands, the 
people, with a few exceptions, sought God’s forgiveness. As they offered 
their sacrifices, they knew that God would be faithful to cover their sins 
with the blood of the animals until the Messiah would come. They had 
hope in their repentance because they were looking forward to the Savior 
who would save them from their sins.

Today, we have the same hope of repentance and forgiveness when 
we transgress against God, but our hope is found by looking backward 
to what Christ has done in offering a perfect sacrifice once for all. In 
response to what Christ has done for us, we have the honor of living a life 
that is worthy of His name. As we obey His commands, we demonstrate 
our love and gratitude for His sacrifice and we show those around us that 
He has set us apart. Just as the Jews were to be distinct from the pagan 
cultures around them, we are to be a peculiar people, not blending in 
with the world around us and its practices.

As Christians, we are called to be light in a dark world, and we have the 
opportunity to proclaim the gospel to those who are still in the dark, 
seeing God bring them to repentance, and then making them disciples and 
teaching them to obey all of the commands Christ has given to us in His 
Word. As Ezra prepared his heart to seek God and to teach His Law, so we 
can do the same. As we see those around us transgressing God’s Law, let us 
be zealous to help them see their sin so that Jesus can be glorified in their 
repentance—the He may receive the praise He is due by all of His people.

GOD’S WORD IN THE REAL WORLD

 ? How have you seen God’s providence demonstrated in the account of 
Ezra? God’s guiding hand is mentioned several times. The account describes how God directed 
the heart of the king, encouraged Ezra in his service, protected them on their journey to Jerusalem, 
provided the wealth for refurbishing the Temple, directed Ezra in teaching the Law, and brought the 
people to repentance.
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MEMORY VERSE

MEMORY VERSE

Nehemiah 9:6 You alone are the Lord; You have 
made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all 
their host, the earth and everything on it, the seas 
and all that is in them, and You preserve them all. 
The host of heaven worships You.

GROUP PRAYER TIME–ADULT

GROUP PRAYER TIME

Be sure to pray with your class before you dismiss 
them.

• Thank God for the clear words of Scripture to 
guide our lives.

• Praise God for the forgiveness offered 
through Christ.

• Ask God for conviction of sin and repentance 
for transgressing His laws.

 ? As the Jews were confronted with what God required of them, they 
repented and sought to align themselves with God’s Law (10:1–4). How 
could you use this passage to help a brother or sister caught in a sin to see 
their need for repentance (refer to Galatians 6:1)? As we seek to come alongside 
others, we must first examine our own hearts as Jesus prescribed in Matthew 7:3–5. We should 
always approach others with the confident hope that the Holy Spirit will convict them of their sin 
and that they will turn to Christ for forgiveness. We can encourage them with the hope the Jews 
found in God’s forgiveness and point them to the freedom that comes from obedience.

 ? In what way is an understanding of the proper worship of God at the 
heart of the account of Ezra? The Jews who first returned to Jerusalem had sought to 
worship God rightly, but they lost sight of the purity of worship and transgressed God’s commands. 
Even the leaders allowed the pagans around them to influence their lives—lives that were meant to 
be devoted to worshipping God. Ezra sought to restore the true worship of God, including the daily 
acts of worship of the people.

 ? How does Ezra 8:1–14 confirm the truthfulness of this passage as a 
historical account? Detailed genealogies are not marks of fables or myths, but are marks of 
historical accounts. The presence of these detailed lists offers the opportunity for confirmation if 
archaeological work produces lists with these names present.

We have talked about transgression as crossing a line that God says we 
should not. The Jews crossed the line of marriage drawn by God. God 
draws many lines for us in Scripture, but we must be careful of moralism 
and legalism—thinking that God accepts us based on our performance 
or on obeying manmade rules. We are accepted in the Beloved—in what 
Christ has done for us.

 ? How can we seek to be obedient to Christ’s commands without adopting 
a legalistic or moralistic attitude? Obedience to Christ is not legalism, but we must refuse 
to look at our obedience as the source of our salvation or favor with God. Understanding that there 
is nothing in us that has any merit (Titus 4:3–7), we must seek to obey out of reverence, gratitude, 
and love. Knowing how much Christ has done for us, we should obey His commands. We must 
remind ourselves daily that Christ’s work on the Cross has satisfied God’s 
wrath and then live in response to what He has done for us, trusting that 
His Spirit will empower us to do what He has called us to do.
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